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Being Called

By Rev. Wanda Winfield

 Who are we really?
 Who are we called to be?
 If God loves us just as we are then why should we change?
 Life is change it is birth, growth, death and resurrection.
 We know that death comes before new life so why are we afraid?
 We fear what we don't know but what do we really know?
 God loves us just as we are, but also loves us too much to leave us that
way, with our potential unfulfilled (like parents or family of Olympic
athletes or para-athletes)
 God’s love is unconditional, it’s unearned. If you leave here today and
take nothing else with you, remember this: God loves YOU!
 but God’s love is uncompromising
 We can’t just love God a little bit, but with all our hearts and mind and
strength
 otherwise, the second Commandment doesn’t make much sense
 everyone is called to be something: minister, teacher, healer, organizer,
administrator, caretaker.
 everyone here was called today to be here, even though you might have
had better things to do today
 we are called to be our best
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 can you be good without being a Christian
 can you be a Christian without going to church
 a Christian is a member of a Christian community. There are no private
Christians.
 church is not a club for people who think they’re perfect; it’s a school for
people who know they are not, or a clinic for people who feel they are
unworthy in body, spirit or mind
 you can’t teach yourself and you can’t heal yourself without outside help
 Do you offer and receive forgiveness?
 can you live nonjudgementally?
 do you wish to free others, so that all can be free
 Do you love unconditionally, i.e. wish the best for someone even if you
don’t like them? Eg. Rob Ford, Donald Trump?
 how do you answer the call of God on your life? To be the best you can
be? to be the most free that you can be?
 Jeremiah was ‘just a boy’ when he was called
 No prophet ever accepted a call by saying yippee
 most denied or resisted their calling
 humility is required, offering your weakness not your strength
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 Jeremiah was one of the greatest prophets of Israel because he talked
about the destruction and the restoration
 similarly, Jesus talked about calling the lost sheep, the lost coin and the
coming of the kin-dom of heaven
 we are also children of God. The ‘our Father’ reference in the Lord’s
Prayer.
 what do you need to be freed from? That is sin.
 what is sin? Anything that gets in the way between you and God, i.e.
your ability to love God with all your heart, mind, and soul
 Sin is not something you do, but something you have
 Jesus did not shy away from naming sin, but freed people from it
 the woman who was bent over was not described as a sinner, but as
someone who was afflicted
 she needed to be ‘set free’ not ‘cured’ eg. disabled people today
 she called on her community to respond with love, not judgement
 she wasn’t supposed to be in the synagogue at all, because she was a
woman, and a cripple. Both prohibited by the law of Moses.
 Jesus saw her, with the eyes of faith and compassion.
 He called her over, and told her she was free
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 when he laid hands on her, the leaders of the temple become upset,
because this constitutes ‘work’.
 Jesus doesn’t deny the law, but he interprets it
 this is a Jewish tradition, called the Midrash
 He did not come to abolish the law, but to show us how to live it: the
great Commandment, sometimes called the Golden Rule


A little Syrian boy pulled from the wreckage of his bombed apartment
building calls upon our hearts

 Refugees participating in the Olympics call us to see that nationality is
secondary to humanity
 People in our own community who are hungry call upon our hearts to
respond with compassion
 We are called. We are chosen. We are human.
 Thanks be to God
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